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AAST 391— Black Women: Race, Gender, & Sexuality — FALL 2019 
 
Professor Contact Information 
Professor: Dr. Rondee Gaines   
Email: aast391blackwomen@gmail.com 
Office Hours: By appointment  
Office: Virtual Space  
Course Description: 
This course offers an interdisciplinary examination of the historical and contemporary experiences of black women in 
the United States from the Antebellum Era through the present. We will explore key themes including labor and class, 
gender and sexual violence, as well as individual and collective forms of resistance. How have the intersecting forms of 
oppression impacted black women’s historical lives? How is difference constructed through interrelated and 
overlapping ideologies of race and gender? How do scholars uncover black women’s historical lives and what are the 
challenges to such discoveries? This course examines black women’s individual and collective struggles for freedom 
from racism, sexism, and heteropatriarchy as well as black women’s participation in and challenge to social 
movements including Suffrage, Women’s Liberation, Civil Rights, Black Power, and the Black Lives Matter Movement. 
We will also examine the emergence and development of black feminist and womanist analyses of social conditions 
over time. 
 
Through a combination of lectures, discussion sections, film viewings, audio sources, and assigned readings, this 
course will allow students to critically explore the major social, political, and economic trends in African American 
women’s lives, past and present. The course’s reading response assignments will give students the opportunity to 
practice critical reading and writing skills through engagement with primary and secondary source materials, 
fundamental tools essential to life after college. 
Required Texts: 
1) Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of Empowerment by Patricia Hill 
Collins (2014) 
2) A Womanist Reader: The First Quarter Century of Womanist Thought by Layli Phillips 
3) Black Sexual Politics: African Americans, Gender, and the New Racism by Patricia Hill Collins 
4) Where and When I Enter: The Impact of Black Women on Race and Sex in America by Paula Giddings 
5) Assata by Assata Shakur 
 
On-line Learning System MOODLE Site:  I will be using the course MOODLE site for distributing handouts, 
reporting grades, making announcements and setting policies.  You will submit all assignments and e-copies 
of your papers through that site.  You will be responsible for knowing all information and material posted 
on the site.  
IMPORTANT NOTE: I will only evaluate on-time submissions through MOODLE. All other work will receive 
a “0” zero. Since we know technological issues arise, I strongly encourage you to submit early and contact 
umonlinehelpdesk (406) 243-4999 immediately for support, Monday through Friday (8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Mountain Time). 
 
MOODLE works efficiently. When there are several assignments to submit, you need to attach each one 
individually and double check for submission. 
  
Grading Policies and Expectations 
 
Grade scale: 
A+ 98-100 A 93-97 A- 90-92 B+ 87-89 B 83-86 B- 80-82 
C+ 77-79 C 73-76 C- 70-72  
D+ 67-69 D 63-66 D- 60-62 F ≤59 
COURSE TASKS POINTS % OF GRADE 
FAQ’s Quiz 50 5% 
Unit Quizzes (3 @ 50 points each) 150 15% 
Final Paper Proposal 50 5% 
Unit Reading Response Papers (3 @ 
50 points each) 
150 15% 
First Draft of Final Paper 100 10% 
Second Draft of Final Paper 100  10%  
Final Paper 150 15% 
Assignments   ≤400 ≤40% 
 
Student Check-in Assignments: 
Each student will check-in with Dr. Gaines twice a month. The purpose of the student check-in assignment is to 
connect individually with all students and ensure we are all on the same page. These assignments will be due once a 
month and on the 1st and the 15th of each month (September, October, and November). The directions for the 
student- check-in assignments are posted at MOODLE under “Student Check-in Assignments.” 
 Points are given when all parts of the assignment are completed. Your work will be evaluated, if all 
information for the assignment is provided. If any portion of the student check-in assignment is incomplete, a 
zero “0” will be given. 
 Yes, I would love to meet with you, and will be available during my virtual office hours (Mondays and 
Tuesdays 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.). Before the meeting, you need to prepare an agenda and email the prepared 
agenda the day before our meeting. Effective student engagement is very important to me, so I, also, take 
time to prepare for our meetings. 
 Feel free to stop by my office hours once each month (September, October, and November). 
 
Each student check-in assignment will be graded (10 points/each) and worth a total of 60 points!  
Assignments:  
You will receive no penalty for written work due on a day for which you have a legitimate and documented absence. It 
is your responsibility to provide documentation for a legitimate excuse to the instructor within three days of the missed 
assignment.  If you do not meet this deadline, there is no option to recoup the points for the missed assignment. If it’s 
not a serious, documented illness, if you miss completing the assignment, you will receive a zero. Any conflicts with 
assignments and due dates must be brought to my attention two (2) days in advance. There are no exceptions! If 
necessary, as you work and see that your work will be submitted late, you should reach out to me, as soon as possible. 
Late papers or projects will be marked down 1/3 grade/day. Make-up exams will not be offered unless they are 
arranged along with appropriate documentation from medical, athletic, cultural, or administrative officials. 
Class Participation:  
Class participation is extremely important in this course. This portion of your grade will take into account your 
consistency of work completion, including readings, assignments, and quizzes. If, as the semester goes on, you feel that 
you haven’t been able to demonstrate your investment in and preparation for the course adequately through class 
discussion (perhaps because of the size of the class, your personality, etc.), please feel free to schedule an appointment 
to discuss the readings and assignments. 
Missed work and participation:  
Missed work and participation can be excused if proper document from medical, athletic, cultural, or  
administrative officials is supplied. For a full description see the university’s cultural and ceremonial leave policy.  
Accessibility:  
The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction through collaboration between  
students with disabilities, instructors, and Disability Services for Students (DSS). If you think you  
may have a disability adversely affecting your academic performance, and you have not already  
registered with DSS, please contact DSS in Lommasson 154 or visit the DSS website. 
 I will work with you and DSS to provide an appropriate accommodation. 
Plagiarism:  
All students must practice academic honesty.  Academic misconduct is subject to an academic penalty by the course 
instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the University.  All students need to be familiar with the Student Conduct 
Code. Plagiarism and academic dishonesty of any kind will be investigated by me and the Dean’s office in earnest and 
will be met with the most serious consequences. You are responsible for understanding what constitutes plagiarism 
and misconduct.  If you have any questions consult the Student Handbook and/or see me. I follow up all suspicious 
cases and take plagiarism very seriously. 
Course Schedule 
 
VIEW MOODLE HOME PAGE for Assignment due dates and notifications!!! Weekly Schedule 
(Tentative, so please expect a few changes) 
 
Week Unit Readings (to be completed before the listed class session) 
1 
(8/26) 
1 Introduction & Syllabus 
 
UNIT ONE: Angela Y. Davis Women, Race, and Class (Chs. 1-3) 
2 
 (9/2) 
1 Angela Y. Davis Women, Race, and Class (Chs. 4-6) 
WATCH: Beloved (movie) 
 
FAQ’S QUIZ (syllabus information) 
3  
(9/9) 
1 Black Feminist Thought (Selections) 
 
Olga I. Davis “In the Kitchen” 
4 
(9/16) 
1 The Womanist Reader (Selections) 
 
UNIT 1 MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUIZ & READING RESPONSE #1 DUE @ 11:59 PM ON SATURDAY 
5  
(9/23) 
2 UNIT TWO: Where and When I Enter Part One 
Black Women Spotlight: Mary McLeod Bethune, & Ida B. Wells, Maggie Lena Walker 
 
6 
(9/30) 
2 Where and When I Enter Part Two 
Black Women Spotlight: Kathleen Cleaver, Ella Baker, & Ruby Doris 
 
7 
(10/7) 
2 Final Paper Proposal Assignment 
The Black Scholar Debate (Selections) 
Assata Shakur, Assata: An Autobiography (Read half of book) 
8 
(10/14) 
2 UNIT 2 MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUIZ & READING RESPONSE #2 DUE @ 11:59 PM ON SATURDAY 
Assata Shakur, Assata: An Autobiography (Read rest of book) 
9 
(10/21) 
3 UNIT THREE: The Black Scholar Debate (Selections) & 
The Moynihan Report 
10 
(10/28) 
3 The Black Scholar Debate (Selections) 
Words of Fire (Selections) Angela Y. Davis Women, Race, and Class (Chs. 7-13) 
11 
(11/4) 
3 Words of Fire (Selections) 
12 
(11/11) 
3 Words of Fire (Selections) 
13 3 Oprah-Michelle Obama interview 
Week Unit Readings (to be completed before the listed class session) 
(11/18)  
Kirsten Pullen, "If Ya Liked It, Then You Shoulda Made a Video Beyonce Knowles, YouTube and the Public 
Sphere of Images" (2011) 
James McKay and Helen Johnson, “Pornographic Eroticism and Sexual Grotesquerie in Representations African 
American Sportswomen” 
TBA article and work on Michelle Obama Becoming (Selections) 
14 
(11/25) 
3 Black Feminist Thought (Selections) 
Black Sexual Politics (Selections) 
Olga I. Davis, “A Black Female Rhetorical Critic: Validating Self” 
15 
(12/2) 
3 Discuss Final Papers 
16 
(12/9) 
3 UNIT 3 MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUIZ & READING RESPONSE #3 DUE @ 11:59 PM ON SATURDAY 
 
 
 
 
AAST 391 Important Syllabus Information 
 
Emails to Dr. Gaines: 
 I will respond to all emails Monday through Friday from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. Emails sent over the weekend will 
be answered on Monday. 
 Emails about our class will need to be scheduled for a meeting. I’m not being evasive and want to discuss 
anything about our class. In the past, I’ve learned that emailing back and forth causes confusion and doesn’t 
effectively communicate, as well as a meeting. 
 Emails about an absence do not give you an excused absence. 
 Please be mindful of the tone of your emails and all communication with me and other classmates. Be 
respectful. Take time to reflect and be introspective.  
 When an assignment is due, emailing me that you need clarification the day before or a couple of hours 
before submission is not the best way to receive help from me. When we go over the directions, ask all 
questions at the time. If you don’t hear back from me before the assignment is due, you STILL need to submit 
the assignment. Saying you didn’t submit your assignment because you were waiting to hear back from me 
does not give probable reasoning to not submit your work. SUBMIT YOUR WORK! 
Readings, Guided Reading Questions, & Lectures: 
 There will guided reading questions provided by me. You should use these questions to help you focus your 
reading and comprehension, helping you prepare for the unit quizzes, reading responses, assignments, and 
your final paper. There will be some recorded lectures available for viewing. 
 Take copious notes. Lectures include important points to be discussed. 
 Since we are reading quite a bit of material, while there will not be lecture notes and recorded lectures for all 
readings, there will be some additional materials that can increase overall comprehension of the ideas. 
 
Assignments: 
 NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS ARE ACCEPTED! If there’s an officially documented reason, we can find a solution to 
help you with receiving points. We have a busy semester, so once you get behind, you have, at least, double 
the amount of work. You still have to make all deadlines. This ensures I am current with grading and getting 
you feedback on work. 
 Organize your time to work. Give time for brainstorming, drafting, revising, and editing all your work. 
 Manage your time for our class. Set aside blocks of time in your personal, academic, and professional 
calendar, so you can stay on course. 
 Assignments will be graded in 2 days, and grades will be viewable. 
Quizzes: 
 All quizzes will be available ONLY on the day of the quiz. 
 Using the guided reading questions, I will try to point out what’s pertinent for our class, as it relates to quiz 
preparation and other assignments. 
 You and some classmates can create study notes for the quizzes and share. 
 The three unit quizzes for each week are 45 minutes apiece. Study before the quiz! 
Rubrics: 
 Rubrics for all work will be available for viewing at MOODLE. 
 Review the rubric information for my comments about your assignment evaluation. 
IMPORTANT: Meetings for Student Progress and Concerns: 
 Each student check-in assignment is worth 10 points. There are 6, which means you will receive 60 points for 
your student check-in assignments. 
 ALL student progress and concerns will ONLY be discussed and documented in an online meeting. 
 If you email about our class, I will require you to schedule a meeting. 
 The student check-in assignments are important for several reasons: documentation, accountability, 
consistent record of student progress and concerns, student-professor agreement, and clarification. 
 All meetings will have an agenda. You will submit a document to me that discusses each of the following: a) 
assignments b) grades c) overall progress d) readings e) course concerns 
 If we need to meet, we have to schedule our meeting. YOU must create this agenda and have it when we 
meet. Fill in the information we discuss. Submit under “Student Check-in Assignments.” 
